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January 31 
Unicycle Club 3pm

February  1 
Leadership Meeting 

3:05-3:45pm

February  2 
Unicycle Class 3-4pm 

Multicultural Club 3-4pm

February  3 
Semester BreakDay 

No School

February  7 
Unicycle Class 3-4pm 

PTG Meeting 7pm

February  9 
Unicycle Club 3-4pm 

PTG Family Dance 6-7:30pm

Greetings to you all,
Our Mindset journey continues this week 
as we dig into the work of Jo Boaler, whose 
book, Mathematical Mindsets, explores 
how the concept of mindset impacts a 
scholar’s approach to mathematics.  
Study after study has shown that the brain 
is a truly amazing organ, capable of rapid 
growth and change in a short amount of 
time.  If something is learned at a deep level, lasting connections are 
formed, but if learning is just touched on or done in a “superficial 
way, the synaptic connections can ‘wash away’ like pathways made 
in the sand.”
Interestingly, there is a pervasive belief in the United States that 
there are those who are born to do math, and others who are not.  
But this is simply not true.  Recent brain research has shown that 
“everyone, with the right teaching and messages, can be successful 
in math, and everyone can achieve at the highest levels in school.  A 
lot of scientific evidence suggests that the difference between those 
who succeed and those who don’t is not the brains they were born 
with, but their approach to life, the messages they receive about 
their potential, and the opportunities they have to learn.” 
Here at Jefferson, we are embracing these tenets, and ask that you 
do so as well at home.  All of our kids can learn mathematics at high 
levels.  Please join me in our journey to make it so!  
Check back next week when I will be sharing some findings that 
it is high achievers who are often most affected by having fixed 
mindsets, rather than embracing a growth mindset.
Make it a great week!   

Brent A. Perdue (he, his, him)      
Principal brentp@spokaneschools.org
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https://www.amazon.com/Mathematical-Mindsets-Unleashing-Mathematics-Innovative/dp/1119823064


Spokane Public Schools complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate in the admission, treatment, employment, or access to its programs or activities on the basis of age, sex, marital status, race, color, creed, 
national origin, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, to the use of a trained guide or service animal by a person with a disability, sexual orientation including gender expression or gender identity, or honorably discharged 
veteran or military status. This holds true for all students who are interested in participating in educational programs and/or extracurricular school activities, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the school district’s Title IX/Staff Civil Rights Officer, ADA Officer, Harassment, Intimidation, Bullying (HIB)/Student Civil Rights Officer and/or 504 Compliance Officer.
The following Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:
•Civil Rights Coordinator and Title IX Coordinator: Jodi Harmon, 509.354.7344 
•Section 504 Coordinator: Melanie Smith, 509.354.7284
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Star Star 
AwardAward  y The next PTG meeting is tomorrow, Tuesday, Feb 7, 

2023. It will be in the library AND on Zoom at 7pm. See  
you there!

 y It's never too soon to start thinking about next year. The 
majority of the PTG Board members will be transitioning 
away in the 2023-2024 school year, and their roles will need 
to be filled. Could you step in? Earlier planning opens the 
door for possible mentorship. Please contact PTG with 
questions.

 y 5th and 6th Grade Parents: You should have received an 
email from the Memory Book Committee (via your child's 
teacher) regarding submitting permission forms and photos. 
PLEASE get these needed items in soon if you haven't 
already. 

 y Mark your calendars for Jefferson’s first Family Dance. It 
is scheduled for Thursday, Feb 9th from 6-8pm. More 
details to come.

Class Class PRIDEPRIDE Through and Through Through and Through
Congratulations to Mrs. 
Deesten’s kindergarten for 
recently filling up the 60 
spaces on their classroom 
PRIDE poster!  
Classrooms at Jefferson can 
earn stickers for their PRIDE 
posters when they collectively 
meet PRIDE expectations 
across the building.  When 
their poster is filled with 
stars, classes receive a Smart 
Snack compliant treat and extra recess with Mr. Perdue or Mrs. 
Gage.  The five PRIDE expectations include:
 Positive Problem Solver 
 Responsible Citizen 
 Independent Learner 
 Doing My Best 
 Earning and Giving Respect 



Principals Cook Up Principals Cook Up 
AppreciationAppreciation
Earlier in 
January, Mrs. 
Gage and 
Mr. Perdue 
shared their 
appreciation 
of staff by 
providing 
them with a 
New Year’s 
breakfast that is becoming 
an annual tradition.  They 
even performed a fun song 
with lyrics tied to their work 
at the school.  Mr. Perdue 
and Mrs. Gage invite parents 
to join them in thanking the 
Jefferson staff for continuing 
to make Jefferson such a 
special place for children. 

(located on the Jefferson Website in the “Students” dropdown menu or click here)

Jefferson Scholar & Family Handbook 

FROM YOUR

Address, Telephone Number(s) & Other Pertinent Information 
(page 4)

It is important to keep the school informed at all times of any changes of 
your child’s information, such as address or telephone number at home 
or work, neighbor to contact, and health information. Changes should be 
sent to the school office as soon as possible. This information is essential in 
order to provide assistance to your child in case of an emergency.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES
 y Main Line 354-3200
 y Absence Line 354-3210
 y Fax 354-3210
 y Jefferson Elementary School 123 E. 37th Ave. 

Spokane, WA 99203
 y Jefferson Website Address: http://spokaneschools.org/jefferson 
 y Spokane Public Schools Website Address: http://spokaneschools.

org

Like us on Like us on 
Facebook, Follow Facebook, Follow 
us on Instagram  us on Instagram  
Family and community 
members are encouraged to 
like Jefferson on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/
jeffersonelementaryspokane) 
and follow Jefferson 
on Instagram (www.
instagram.com/
jeffersonelementaryspokane)  
to keep up on the latest 
happenings and to see many 
more pictures of events than 
can fit in an issue of The 
Jefferson Journal.    
  

https://www.spokaneschools.org/cms/lib/WA50000187/Centricity/Domain/98/Jefferson%20Scholar%20%20Family%20Handbook%202022-2023%20updated.pdf
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